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TYGIEL KULTUROWY. WPROWADZENIE

nia 21 maja 2018 r. na Uniwersytecie Wroctawskim odbyla si¢ miedzynarodowa konferen-
D cja naukowa TYGIEL KULTUROWY. Jej organizatorem byl Instytut Kulturoznawstwa
Uniwersytetu Wroctawskiego przy wspolpracy z Fundacja ,,Uwazno$¢ Bycia”. Warto jednak do-
da¢, ze koncepcja i realizacja konferencji to rezultat pracy gléwnie trzech oséb, doktorantow
Uniwersytetu Wroctawskiego: Zygmunta Krasunia, Aleksandry Bujalskiej i Dagmary Krol. Obra-
dy podzielono na 3 panele dyskusyjne. Pierwszy z nich zatytulowano ,,Geneza sztuki — kontekst
archeologiczny”. Drugi okreslono jako ,,Mniejszosci narodowe i grupy etniczne”. Trzeci, ostatni
panel to ,,Mozaika religijno-duchowa”. Zaplanowano wystapienia badaczy zajmujacych si¢ roz-
nymi dziedzinami naukowymi w tym archeologia, etnologia, kulturoznawstwem, amerykanistyka,
teologia, judaistyka, filozofia, historig sztuki, egiptologia, historigq architektury, teatrologia czy hi-
storia. Jezykami obrad byly angielski, polski i czeski. Mimo znacznego zréznicowania zaintereso-
wania badawczego prelegentow, co si¢ przejawialo w postaci niezwykle szerokiego wachlarza te-
matéw wystapien, udalo sie stworzyé bardzo konkretne grupy dyskusyjne, ktére polaczone
wspolng ideg panelu podejmowaly kolejne tematy do wspolnego oméwienia. Dzigki obecnosci
badaczy z szeregu réznych osrodkéw, a takze o réznych specjalnosciach naukowych na te same
problemy spogladano oczami np. archeologa, filozofa czy teoretyka kultury. W jednym tyglu dys-
kusyjnym stapialy si¢ rézne zainteresowania badawcze, warsztaty naukowe 1 dziedziny nauki.
Znaczna czg$¢ wygloszonych referatow byta interdyscyplinarna. Niektore wystapienia jednocze-
$nie dotyczyly pozornie odleglych dziedzin nauki jak teoria kultury i geologia oraz metaloznaw-
stwo lub amerykanistyka, farmakologia i teologia razem. Ramy chronologiczne siggaly od staro-
zytnosci, poprzez kolejne etapy w dziejach ludzkosci az po wspolczesnosé. Wigkszos¢ wystapien
wiazala si¢ z Europa, jednak szereg dotyczylo tez i Ameryki, Afryki czy Dalekiego Wschodu.
Dyskusje doprowadzily do sformulowania calego szeregu ciekawych spostrzezen, ktére trudno
bytoby osiagnaé pracujac wylacznie w gronie specjalistow z jednej i tej samej dziedziny. Uczestni-
cy bardzo wysoko ocenili taka ide¢ konferencji i uznali za wartosciowe podjecie organizacii kolej-
nych, réwnie zréznicowanych. Atmosfera zywych dyskusji spowodowala, iz wytop naszego tygla
W postaci nowego spojrzenia na szereg problemoéw naukowych jest interesujacy. Trzynascie kolej-

nych tekstéw to rezultaty naszej konferenciji.
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THE MELTING POT OF CULTURES: INTRODUCTION

n 21 May, 2018, an international conference entitled THE MELTING POT OF CUIL-
OTURES was held at the University of Wroclaw. The conference was organised by the
Department of Culturology, University of Wroclaw, in collaboration with the “Uwaznos¢ Bycia”
Foundation. Crucially however, the concept behind the conference was developed by and
the conference itself launched largely due to the efforts of three PhD students of the University
of Wroctaw: Zygmunt Krasun, Aleksandra Bujalska and Dagmara Krél. The conference con-
sisted of three sessions. The first of them was entitled “The Genesis of Art: The Archaeological
Context”; the second was devoted to “National Minorities and Ethnic Groups™; and the third
addressed “The Religious and Spiritual Mosaic.” Presentations were delivered by scholars special-
ising in a wide array of disciplines, including archaeology, ethnology, culture sciences, American
studies, theology, Jewish studies, philosophy, art history, Egyptology, theatre studies and his-
tory. The talks were held in English, Polish and Czech. Although the participants’ fields of inter-
est varied widely (which was reflected in an extraordinarily broad range of topics explored in
their presentations), it proved possible to form highly focused discussion groups which were uni-
fied by the shared thematic concern of their panel and jointly pondered the issues examined in
individual contributions. As the conference was attended by scholars from a variety of universi-
ties and a multiplicity of disciplines, the same questions could simultaneously be approached
from manifold angles, such as archaeology, philosophy or theory of culture. Disparate research
fascinations, methodological frameworks and fields of scholarship amalgamated in one melting
pot of discussions. A considerable portion of the presentations displayed an interdisciplinary
investment. There were talks which tackled ostensibly remote disciplines at the same time, such as
theory of culture and geology as well as metallography or American studies, pharmacology and
theology. The chronological timeframes stretched from antiquity, through consecutive historical
epochs of humanity, up to our own times. Although most presentations concerned Europe, there
were also many contributions which focused on America Africa and the Far East. The discus-
sions yielded a series of interesting observations, many of which would be difficult to formulate
when working within the bounds of one specialised discipline. The participants were very appre-
ciative of the tansdisciplinary conference design and concluded that organising equally diversified
events in the future would be highly recommendable. The lively atmosphere of discussions made
our melting pot produce compelling, novel perceptions of several research problems. The thir-

teen texts included in this volume represent the outcomes of our conference.




